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Ready to Be Easter People 
Easter felt early this year.  Spring break was just 
ending when Easter week began.  I didn’ t feel ready. 

I had the same feeling my first year in seminary when 
I stood on the front steps of a New Jersey church and 
watched the snow come down on the Easter hats of 
the women walking to church.  It just didn’ t feel 
right.  Despite my slight uneasiness Easter still came.  
It didn’ t matter if I was prepared or not. 

The radical claim that comes in the Sundays that lie 
ahead is that we live as Easter people, and as Easter 
people we serve a risen Lord.  The God who is alive 
breaks into our lives at the oddest moments, prepared 
or not, and usually we are not.    We would rather 
nurse grudges than let the light of Christ shine in our 
hearts.  We would rather have control of all that we 
view than move off center and allow Christ the 
Lordship of our lives.  We would rather fold inward 
into selfishness than allow God to open our lives to 
others.  We would like Easter to come, and be real for 
us, but just not now.   But God’s timing is often not 
ours and when God’s Spirit moves we can’ t help but 
be moved as well.  As the songs of Easter make way 
for the flowers of spring, watch for the movement of 
God in your life.  We serve a risen Christ who 
transformed, and still transforms, the lives of all he 
touches. 
 
See you Sunday,        
 
�

 
 
 

Sermons for April 
 

  Apr 3 Discipleship:  Living with Purpose 
Luke 9:23 

 

  Apr 10 Sanctification:  Living with Power 
Ephesians 1:3-23 

 

  Apr 17 Christian Hope:  Living with Hope 
I John 3:2-3 

 

  Apr 24 Judgment:  Living with Promise 
2 Corinthians 5 

 

 

 

 
 
Request for Aid from St. Andrew’s Kirk, 

Georgetown, Guyana, South Africa 
 

Georgetown, Guyana, South Africa experienced 
extreme flooding on January 15, 2005.  St. Andrews, 
a Dutch Reform Presbyterian Church and one of the 
oldest established churches in Georgetown, has 
requested aid to help the disaster relief.  The 
flooding, which put most of Georgetown under four 
to six feet of water, has caused the needs to far 
exceed St. Andrew’s ability to meet.  The initial 
request is for the personal hygiene care items such as: 
bath and laundry soap, toothpaste, and shampoo, 
body wipes and other basic hygiene items.  If you can 
help, please collect these supplies in old shoeboxes 
and drop them off in our Student Lounge in Portable 
C or D. The Lounge is open on Sunday morning and 
Wednesday nights.  All donations will be an aid to 
our Brothers and Sisters in Christ.  If there are any 
questions, please feel free to contact Glenn Ouzts at 
892-6676 or email at rms4606@att.net  
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Drug abuse and your student 
�

 
Most students by the time they have left their middle school either 
have experimented with drugs or been with their friends as they 
“sampled”  them. We are not just talking about a sip of beer from 
the fridge (which isn’ t all that good either).  We are talking about 
serious drugs like speed and worse.  It is hard to believe but even 
the worst drugs like heroin and acid are making a cultural 
comeback. What we are facing — as families and as a church — 

is a culture where substance abuse is nearly the accepted norm. Kids don’ t just use drugs; they get wasted on them.  
They use drugs to run away from the problems they face at home and at school. They self-medicate with 
prescription drugs to control their own feelings and emotions. Kids now drink with the express purpose of getting 
“as drunk as possible,”  all consequences be damned.  There is no “social drinking”  in teen circles, just drinking to 
get drunk. 

For the most part we as parents are largely in the dark as to the extent of the drug problem in our teens’  culture. Did 
you know that kids can purchase just about any substance they want from friends at school, and if they can’ t get it 
at school they have a friend who knows where and how to get it? As a parent it can be overwhelming. 

As a church we have been touched by the effects of drug abuse in too many ways to count.  With this in mind we 
have invited some fr iends, all from the Palmer  Drug Abuse Program, to speak with you and our  students on 
Apr il 10th at 7 pm. We hope that you will join us for an eye-opening discussion on an issue that affects us all 
deeply. 

I’m praying for ya, 
Pastor Mike  
 

Rev. Michael Killeen  
SHPC Student Ministry

�
 

Praise and Worship for Local Mission! 
 

Please join the Mission Committee at 5:30 PM, Apr il 24th for  
a " Praise and Worship"  Service for  local mission.  Learn what the 
mission committee and other groups at SHPC are doing in local 
mission, praise the efforts of many dedicated individuals, worship in scripture and song, and just 
generally have a good time.  We©ll start with a potluck supper at 5:30.  Drinks will be provided, 
bring either a main course, salad, vegetable, or dessert.  Presentations will be made on hunger, 
housing, and children. For more information, please contact David Parmer at (512)858-7255. 

 
Thank you IHN Volunteers! 

You have followed God’s command and shown compassion on our brothers and sisters in their time of crises.  May 
God’s blessings be returned to you. 

Thank you for your continued support:   
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If I’ve missed your name or misspelled it, please let me know and I do apologize — Sarah Stranahan 
sstranahan@austin.rr.com 264-2319 
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Laura Gore (left) has 4 children.  Allison and Amanda are in 
college.  Aaron is a freshman at Austin High School.  Abby is 
in the 6th grade at O. Henry Middle School.   She writes, "I 
am so excited to be a part of Shepherd of the Hills.  I feel this 
is where God wants me to be at this time of my life." 

Karen Ashorn (right) has lived in 
Austin for 5 1/2 years and is a substitute 
teacher for Austin ISD.  She has 2 sons:  

Keith, 13, and Colin, 11 (pictured here).  
Keith enjoys going to the Evermore, the 

Mid-High student group, and is currently 
attending confirmation classes.  

 
 
Steve Peurrung (left) is an 
operations manager with Louis 
Shanks and Sharon Peurrung is a 
stay-at-home mom.  They are the 
very proud parents of Jack Walter  
Peurrung, age 5 1/2. 

 

Micah Royer  (right) is in his second year of law 
school at the University of Texas.  Ashley Royer  
works for the Texas Retailers Association.  They 

have a 5-year-old daughter, Madie, and are 
expecting their second child at the end of April. 

 
Last July, Blair  and Annie Streit (left) moved to Austin 
from Phoenix, AZ.  Blair designs websites for iMedia Plus, 
and Annie works for General Mills in sales with the H.E.B. 
account team.  They enjoy traveling, cooking, and 
Longhorn football.  Hook ‘em! 
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Please help welcome these folks at the new member  reception May 15th after  the 9:30 and 11 a.m. services! 

Steve (right) is married to Jane 
Thompson, a long-time member of 

Shepherd of the Hills.  Their children 
are also SHPC members.  Tracy is 

married to Mark Lord; their 
children are Payton and Jackson.  

Todd Thompson is married to 
Jeanne, and their children are 

Natalie and Nathan. 

Joanna Farwell (left) has been a part of the Shepherd of the Hills 
extended family for nearly 5 years, with her children Elizabeth, 
age 8, Andre, age 5, and Colson, age 3, all attending preschool 
here.  They have lived in Austin for over 8 years.  Her husband, 
Chr is, and she are both registered nurses, and she is soon starting 
a practice in massage therapy.  She writes, “We feel very much at 
home here at SHPC, and are so blessed to be a part of this 
wonderful Christian community.”  

David Paniagua (right) works 
for Hilton International and is 
originally from San Francisco.  
Michelle Craft is currently a 

student teacher and is originally 
from Houston.  Their daughter, 

Olivia, is 4 ½. 

Rachel Cloyd (right) has lived in Austin for 5 years and is formerly 
an attorney.  After the birth of her son, Riley, in September 2004, she 
decided to be a stay-at-home mom.  Her husband, Jeff, is a structural 

engineer.  Rachel is an avid reader and enjoys walking with the 
family dog, a Labrador named Pink. 
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Shane and Ruth Ann Widner  (left) have a 4-year-old 
daughter, Grace.  Ruth Ann teaches U.S. History at Bowie 
High School.  Shane owns a small chemical company.  They 
have been married for 10 years, attended the University of 
Texas, and enjoy family outings and activities with their 
daughter. 
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Crew Leaders and Station 
Leaders Needed!!!  I f 

interested, sign up at the 
VBS pre-registration table in 

the narthex, or  contact L iz 
Boyce, 892-3580, 

liz@shpc.org. 
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Come on Our VBS Safari! 
 
 
This year’s Vacation Bible School is June 13-17…and we 
invite you to join us on our trek to the Serengeti!  Each trekker will be 
placed in a mixed-age crew of 8, with mid-high and sr.-high Crew 
Leader Guides to show them the way.  Preschool-aged trekkers are 
welcome too – we have a special crew just for them.  Pre-register  your  
3/4 year  olds and K-3rd graders in the narthex dur ing the month of 
Apr il.  It’ ll be a roarin’  good time for everyone! (And we’re not lion … I 
mean, lyin’ !)  
 
 

 
 

VBS Volunteer Opportunities… 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Shepherd of the Hills is Alive with the Sound of Music! 
  

We are creating more room for our blooming Children’s Choir voices by splitting the choir 
into two dynamic groups…both rehearsing at 11:00 each Sunday 
morning in the following locations: 
 

K-2nd graders rehearse in Room 7 with Cindy Baschnagel  
  and  

3rd-5th graders rehearse in the Choir Room with Toko Sato and Carol 
Cunningham.   

 
Join Children’s Choir today!  Contact Toko Sato (288-4845), Cindy Baschnagel (288-
1778), or Liz Boyce, 892-3580, liz@shpc.org. 

Help VBS trekkers make an awesome 
Afr ican drum by donating your  small 
coffee cans.  
Bring them to the church office during 
the months of April and May.  

Visit the pre-registration table to see what other 
supplies are needed that you could help provide! 
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TEACHERS WANTED!!!! 
No, we’ re not looking for someone to teach Sunday School (not yet, anyway, although that’s coming soon!).  And 
this is not about the need for VBS teachers (although we do need VBS teachers too).  The teacher we are seeking 
has a role that is more far-reaching than Sunday School, and is bigger than VBS (what could be bigger than VBS, 
you ask???) 

We are looking for  a teacher  to help shape the youngest minds in our  congregation, to introduce basic 
biblical concepts to toddlers, and to awaken the spir ituality that exists within our  newborn infants.  We are 
looking for  a Nursery Supervisor who will… 

…lead, train and oversee nursery staff teachers 
…create a warm and nurturing environment for our youngest blessings 
…be the welcoming face parents encounter when they leave their 
precious charges in nursery care 
…offer comforting words and open arms to each child in nursery care 
….and provide basic Christian-based instruction to our toddlers and 
preschoolers during Sunday worship services and other church-related 
events.    

If you feel called to serve Christ’s shortest disciples, please contact Liz Boyce at 892-3580, ext. 107, liz@shpc.org.   

 

See the Light … at the SHPC Family Retreat!!! 
Sign up for  this year ’s family retreat at the T-Bar  M Ranch in New Braunfels.  We’re heading down to the 
Ranch on May 14 for a full day and night of family fun, and fellowship.  Larry Coulter will lead the 
workshop for dads while moms and kids have some free time enjoying the facilities and taking 
part in a craft project.  Nancy Marroquin will then lead the workshop for moms while dads entertain 
the kids at the pool, playscape, gymnasium and/or mini golf course.  Families will convene late 
afternoon for some mingling around the Ranch and after dinner around the campfire with 
s’mores.  A kid-friendly worship service will be led by Nancy Marroquin the following morning 
after breakfast, and families can squeeze in a few more hours of fun at the Ranch even after 
check-out.   

The cost is $70 per person.  Children between the ages of 4 and 11 are $35; children younger than 3 are free.  This 
fee pays for lodging in a comfortable hotel room, three meals (lunch, dinner and breakfast), and use of all 
recreational facilities at T-Bar M.  Look for the registration table in the narthex during the month of April.   

Registration deadline is Apr il 24, 2005 (SORRY, NO REFUNDS CAN BE GIVEN AFTER THIS DATE). 

 

PRAISE & WORSHIP YOUTH BAND 

So you’re not in elementary school anymore, but you’re not an “adult” yet, and you have musical 
talent. Where do you go???  Maybe you start up a garage band and drive your parents 
crazy…maybe you focus on singing in your school choir or playing in the marching band.  But is 
there an opportunity to share those talents at church?  Maybe there hasn’t been before, but 
there is now! 

We’re looking for interested players and singers to jump-start a Praise & Worship Youth 
Band at SHPC.  Contact Liz Boyce, liz@shpc.org, or Cindy Baschnagel, 288-1778, for more 
information. 
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The Summer of Love is almost here! 
Colorado, California and South Padre Island are where you will find 
our students this summer as we join with kids from all over the nation 
at camps like the Great Escape in the beautiful Colorado mountains 
for our Mid High Students in June and the silky sand beaches of South 
Padre Island for our High School students at Fun in the Son in July  
 

New for  2005, we are heading off 
for  a California Adventure in 
Music and Mission. We will join 
with 25,000 other rocking Christian 
on 9 different stages with 50 different 
bands shaking the ground with some 
serious rock and roll worship. After 
the festival we will then learn the art 
of service with three days of mission!   

 
The camp dates and due dates are listed below: 

Summer Camp Schedule 
Event Dates Location Price Deposit  Due Date 
California 
Adventure 

May 26th – 
June 5th 

Southern California $500 $200 by April 3rd  

Great Escape June 18th - 25th  Gunnison, CO $385 $100 by April 17th  
Fun in the Son July 10th -15th  South Padre Island, TX $350 $100 by May 15th  

For all of these trips we need to get your registration as soon as possible. You need to get your deposit fee into 
the church pr ior  to our  deposit due date because most these camps are going to fill up! 
 

Hey, all you soon-to-be High School Graduates! 
We know that you are super busy with ... well, just waiting to get out of high school. So what’s one more thing to 
do!  We need for  you to wr ite up a little bio about yourself for  our  next month’s newsletter . It is pretty simple 
— just a where you have been and where you are planning on going. You can include any important information 
about yourself, like scholarships, awards you have received and big moments that happened to you right here at 
SHPC.  The newsletter deadline is sooner than you think — it’s the middle of the month — so email those to 
michael@shpc.org or drop them off in my office. 
 

Don’t Forget:   Come spend an evening with friends from the Palmer Drug Abuse 
Program, April 10th at 7 pm. 

 
 

Great Escape 

Fun in the Son 
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come one, come all 

ALL CHURCH EVENT 

On May 1st  at 6 p.m. you all are invited to the best POT LUCK DINNER of the church year .  Join with us as 
we celebrate those students who have grown up in our midst and are now graduating in to the big world of careers 
and college. We’ ll also recognize the students who have completed the 2005 Confirmation class along with our 
graduating 8th Graders. This will be an evening to remember.  Powerful stories of faith grown right here at SHPC 
will be told, pictures of years gone by will be shown and a few tears will be shed. This is an event in the church that 
NO ONE SHOULD MISS! 

Please RSVP to Michael@shpc.org or register online at www.shpc.org. 
  
 

Rent-A-Youth 
Did you see the cost of our camps? OUCH. Imagine having more than one student in the family who wanted to go 
to camp. Double OUCH!   

We try very hard to keep the cost as low as possible by doing away with most of the frills that raise costs. We also 
want to make sure every student has the opportunity to go and have a life-changing experience at our camps. To 
that end we have come up with … 

RENT-A-YOUTH — kind of like a silent auction but for Youth Labor  

Do you have some odd jobs that you have been putting off because you just do not have the time or  energy to 
get it done? Well worry no more! We have students who are here to help. You need to have your lawn mowed 
or aerated, your garage cleaned, your garden weeded, your gutters cleaned, your kids babysat. Whatever the task, 
they will give it a shot.  We have kids that need to do some work for you for generous donations to their camps’  
funding. All money each student raises goes to offset their camp costs.  Please consider what and where our 
students can help you and how you can help them. 

Please contact Pastor  Mike for  more information about renting a youth or  join us at the Grad dinner  and 
scout out who you might want to rent out! 
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Calling All Readers! 

The Adult Spiritual Life committee is exploring the possibility of creating an SHPC book group. If 
enough people are interested, the group will meet one evening a month to discuss a book that has 
theological implications and is of good literary quality. Our emphasis will be on contemporary 
novels featuring ordinary people seeking to live a life of faith.  
Some of the titles being considered are: 
Year of Wonders — An English village quarantines itself when a plague breaks out, and struggles to 
find meaning in the midst of death. Is this a punishment from God? A result of witchcraft? 
All God’s Children — A Quaker woman takes in an African-American and a Japanese immigrant 
family in 1891 Kansas. She stands firm in her belief in non-violence and the goodness of all people 
in the midst of a violent, racist society. 

A Prayer for Owen Meany — Small Owen, with his flaring ears, is an unlikely Christ figure in a comic, tragic, and 
touching story that concludes in the Vietnam era. 
The Testament — John Grisham shows his spiritual side by including a missionary as a key character—and getting 
it right. 
Animal Dreams — The narrator’s sister, working with farmers in a third-world country, is a kindred spirit with 
Grisham’s missionary. 
Saints and Villains — This is a moving fictionalized biography of Dietrich Bonhoeffer. 

Interested? Call Margaret Nakamura at 301-2602. 
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Austin Presbyter ian Theological Seminary, 100 E. 
27th Street, 472-6736 
May 12-15 Grief and loss: choices that help us find 

daylight in the darkness. 
 An elective in the weekend format. 

Deadline: April 12 
See the brochures in the hallway rack for more 
information about registration and cost. 

Eremos, 6210 Adel Cove (near  our  church), 891-
9948 

First Mondays, 10:00-12:00 
Fourth Mondays, 1:00-3:00 

A quiet interlude, 
gathering in the silence 
and peace of Eremos. 
Reservations on 
preceding Fridays. 

$10 donation requested. 

Seton Cove, 3708 Crawford Avenue, 451-0272 
A wide variety of programs on spirituality and faith in 
action, including luncheon series. For a complete 
listing, call or visit the website at 
www.seton.net/setoncove

  

� 
 � � � � � �
 � 	 �
The Foundations class is praising new life and welcoming in Spring in the month of April. We have scheduled a 
variety of fun activities including a retreat to Cr ier  Creek and a service project at the Presbyter ians Children©s 
Home. 

We are blessed to have several guest speakers in the next few weeks plus a quick study of The Five Love 
Languages by Gary D. Chapman. Please join us Sunday evenings from 5 – 6:30 p.m. in the portables.  

For more information about Foundations, please contact John and Lynette Gillis at (512) 453–7866. 
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Article submitted by Nancy Hasler, Seminary Intern 

 
 
“ For I am the Lord your God; sanctify yourselves therefore, 
and be holy, for I am holy.”  Leviticus 11:44 
 
 
Sanctification.  For some of us, that’s a big word with a meaning that isn’ t all that clear. Santification 
comes from the Latin word sanctus, which means “holy.”  In the most basic sense, then, to be sanctified is 
to be made holy.  
 
What does holiness really mean? What difference does it make? Why would we want to be holy? And 
even if we want holiness, how do we become holy? 
 
The Old Testament perceived holiness as an issue for all of life. To be holy was to be whole and 
complete, orderly as God intended creation to be. The people of the Old Testament were to sanctify 
themselves by keeping the laws God had given them, and God in turn would sanctify them. Holiness was 
not a sabbath event; it was a factor in everything they did. And it affected everything they did.  The 
prophet Ezekiel complained that when Israel had “ lived on their own soil, they defiled it with their ways 
and their deeds”  (Ezekiel 36:17). Not only were they unclean; they had made the land unclean. 
 
Jesus added a special dimension to the issue of holiness in the Sermon on the Mount. He extended the 
boundaries of love when he said “ love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so that you 
may be children of your Father in Heaven” (Matthew 5:44-45). Jesus continued in saying, “Be perfect, 
therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect”  (Matthew 5:48). The goal, according to Jesus, is holiness of 
the most demanding kind, holiness that is perfect as God is perfect – a holiness that expresses itself in 
love.  Jesus was asking for more than high ethical conduct as was asked in the Old Testament.  Jesus was 
asking for a love that knew no boundaries.  This holiness called for hearts that looked with love upon 
everyone, regardless of their connections or whether they were deserving of that love. 
 
Whether in the Old Testament or the New Testament, holiness is clearly expected of God’s community.  
To be the people of God is to be a holy people.  Holiness is not optional for the people of God. 
 
Our purpose in turning to God is that we should be saved. God’s purpose is that we should be holy. God, 
being gracious, seems to accept us on our terms, in that God saves us even though we don’ t show 
inclination toward or hunger for holiness.  But we disappoint the divine love if we settle for less than our 
ultimate sanctification. 
 
“But what is perfection? The word has various senses: here it means perfect love. It is love excluding sin; 
love filling the heart, taking up the whole capacity of the soul. It is love ‘ rejoicing evermore, praying 
without ceasing, in everything giving thanks.’ ”  John Wesley (1703-1791) 
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Silver and Gold — Theme for Fall Retreat 
Submitted by Carol Cunningham 

 
An old saying is “ Make new fr iends, but keep the old; some are silver  
and some are gold.”   The older that I get, the more truth I find in that 
statement.  I appreciate the treasures that I have found by knowing 
someone long enough to uncover the talents and gifts that are often hidden 
in the beginning. I find that the treasures of the heart of a true friend are 
priceless.  Of course, meeting someone new is like finding new riches.  
    
Our theme for the Senior Adult Fall Retreat is “ New Friends and Old / 
Silver and Gold” .  Making new friends is always a worthy goal for the 
retreat as is spending more time with those friends we have known longer.  
Keeping the time we share with our fellow Christians precious is a 
cherished part of our retreat.   
Mo-Ranch 
 
We will be exploring ways to preserve some of the treasures of our lives.  
Activities will focus on “keeping” , such as ways to preserve our legacy in 
photos, writing, recording, and collecting. An example would be sharing 
our special treasures that we might collect such as stamps, coins, 
scrapbooks, needlework, or whatever.  Learning how to send pictures over 
the Internet is one way of keeping our families in touch. Keeping our 
promise to love our neighbor can be accomplished through mission 
projects like needlework activities such as quilting or knitting, creation of 
disaster relief kits and building projects.  
 
Our retreat is scheduled for October 18th, 19th and 20th at MO-Ranch.  If 
you would like to know more about it, send an email to Carol 
Cunningham at tlccun@att.net or leave a message with her voice mail at 
the church at 892-3580 ext. 111.  Look for the brochures in the narthex 
about mid-April.  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Check out other ways that you can 
make and keep friends at Shepherd 

of the Hills through our Senior 
Adult Ministry Activities! 
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Apr il 5th  “ Groan” -Ups Game Day 
10 a.m. – 12  Room 7 

 Contact:  Herk or Judy 
Johnson at 894-0749 

Apr il 7th Mary Mar tha Circle 
 10 a.m.  Room 7 
 See Fellowship for details 

Apr il 9th  Golden Years Lunch 
Bunch 

 Contact:  301-2602 
Richard Nakamura 

Apr il 12th Hymn Sing   
 1:30 p.m. - 2:45 Room   

Apr il 21st  SAM Council meeting 
 12 p.m. – 1:30 Room 7 

Apr il 26th  Older  Women’s Legacy 
(OWL) meeting 

 1:30 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
Library 
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Watch our website for the latest news! 
http://www.shpc.org/sradult/Activities.html 

 

View from 
the Cross on 
the Hill at 
MO-Ranch 
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“ The Da Vinci Code”  Ar t 

 
Special Guest Speaker  Rev. Rick MacArthur   

 
The controversial book will soon be made into what will, no doubt, become a controversial 
movie. The Reverend Rick MacArthur , Minister  of Sacred Art at Covenant Presbyter ian, 
will join us on Tuesday evenings Apr il 26th, and May 3rd, to focus on the pieces of art that 
are mentioned in The Da Vinci Code. Are Dan Brown’s interpretations correct? Did Leonardo 
Da Vinci paint with a secret agenda? What do art experts say? This special presentation is open 
to everyone and will be a wonderful learning experience. Please join us in the sanctuary at 7:00 
P.M. Each presentation will be different but they will not depend upon each other so you are 
welcome to come to either one or both. Sherry Smith will also be available to address other 
general historical questions about various claims made by Dan Brown regarding Christian 
history. You may e-mail particular questions to Sherry in advance at shariah@aol.com.  
 

 
 
 
 
�

 
 
 
Mary-Mar tha Circle will meet at the church in 
room 7 at 10:00 a.m. on Thursday, Apr il 7th.  
Marylou Busch will present Lesson 8, "When Faith 
Faces Death," from our study When Faith Is All You 
Have.  If more information in needed, please phone 
Martha Meador, moderator, at 288-3341. 

 

The Fellowship Br idge Group will play Fr iday, 
Apr il 8th at 7 p.m.  Hosting in March will be Sue 
Cowan. Please call Virginia McNutt 288-7187 or 
Martha Meador 288-3341 by Tuesday, April 5th if 
you would like to play. 
The March winnner was Doris Peltzman. 
 
The Men’s Breakfast Fellowship will meet at 7:30 
a.m. on Saturday, Apr il 16th in the narthex.  To 
RSVP, please call Jim Black at 892-2982.    All men 
are welcome! 

�
�
�
�
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submitted by Sara Schultz 

Preschool classrooms are “ thinking spr ing”  this month with our study about Texas, 
cowboys, and the rodeo including a visit from “Cowboy Bob” and the mobile dairy farm.  
Students enjoyed spring break from March 14-18 and came back ready to learn about Easter.  
We held an egg hunt and focused on keeping a kind, soft heart, positive thoughts, willing hands, 
kind words, and helpful acts. Preschool families will be holding a workday in April as our 
service project.  To learn more about the workday or about the preschool, please contact director 
Terri Courtney at 892-7528. 
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Good News From the Finance Committee 
By Ron Miller, Chairperson 

 

PC (U.S.A.) PILP Mortgage Interest Rebate 
Our church has received a $1,954.94 interest rate rebate from the Presbyterian Church 
(USA) Investment and Loan Program (PILP) as a result of investments made by some of 
our members and investment of some church funds. The Finance Committee as well as 
the entire session extends our sincere appreciation to those of you who have invested in 
this important program. 

The PILP is sometimes referred to as “Get the Point.”  It benefits not only the investor as a result of the competitive 
rates paid on investments, but it directly effects the net cost to SHPC for interest paid on our primary mortgage 
which is held by PILP.  As investments reach established thresholds, interest rate reductions are increasingly 
initiated at �  % levels.  At the present time, our reduction amounts to ½ %, but could amount to ¾% if we are able 
to increase our investments by a little more than $60,000.  Investments are made directly with PILP, and they keep 
the amounts confidential. 

Additionally, this program enables PILP to assist other churches with low cost construction programs. 

Brochures about this important program are maintained in the narthex and the church office in case you are 
interested in its details. The brochure includes a prospectus you may study as well as points of contact in PILP 
where you may seek answers to your questions.  You are invited to participate in this program. 

This truly is a win/win program. 

Remodel/Building Fund 
The Remodel/Building Fund (formerly known as Foundations for Our Future) was established at 
the time of the last capital campaign.  It was maintained to control funds that were primarily 
designated for the refurbishment of our facility, but when the campaign ended some funds were 
retained due to a perception that we would need some money over and above the amount contributed 
each year for day to day operations.  This perception came true as we had to perform some 
modifications during 2004 due to building egress requirements we were previously unaware of.  
(Last year we had a fire/safety inspector that knew the code better than previous inspectors.)  
Additionally, we have recently used some of the funds to explore maximizing use of our property 
for additional building space. 

The really neat thing about the fund is some members of our  congregation have continued to contr ibute to it 
over  and above their  normal contr ibutions to the operations of SHPC.  More than $17,000 was contr ibuted 
to the fund last year , and it has a cur rent balance of more than $32,000.  Thanks to those of you who 
continue to contr ibute to the fund.  

I f you are so inclined, you may make a contr ibution to the fund by wr iting a check, over  and above the 
amount contr ibuted for  normal operations, and marking it for  the “ Remodel/Building Fund” .  Please 
remember that it should be a special contribution that is made without reducing the amount normally provided 
as your pledge or offering because the operating budget is based on that.  We do not want to short one to add to the 
other. 

Thank you one and all for your prayerful financial contributions so that we may carry on the work our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ, has given us to do. 
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Ask the Budget Guy 
Submitted by Allen Gunter 

The Noose I s Ti ght eni ng… 
I s Your  Neck I n I t ?? 

 
Good grief, Budget Guy…what a grim title!  Why so 
dramatic? 

Because I©m deadly serious about this month©s topic. 

Okay, I©ll bite.  What©s got you so concerned?  

Too many people are carrying too much debt, and I©m afraid 
it©s all going to come crashing down. 

You sound like Chicken Little – "The sky is falling, 
the sky is falling!"  

Yeah, I suppose I do sound a little melodramatic.  But 
consider this: 

�  As a nation, we are carrying more than $10 
TRILLION in debt!  That©s not the national debt – 
that©s strictly consumer debt like credit cards, car 
notes and mortgages.  And it©s 
25% more than the national debt 
which is "only" $8 trillion. 

�  70% of our economy depends on 
consumer spending! 

�  The personal savings rate, which 
used to be around 8%, has been 
steadily declining and actually 
went negative last September. 

How do you maintain, let alone grow, an 
economy that depends on spending by a 
bunch of people who are in hock up to their eyeballs, have 
little or no savings, and are spending more than they©re 
making? 

Well, yeah, I guess those are some pretty scary 
numbers.  But credit cards, mortgages, car loans – 
they©ve all been around for a long time.  And so far, 
so good. 

Hmmm…energy bubble, savings and loan scandal, tech 
bubble…yeah, I know…"It©s different this time."  Look, just 
because your car is still running even though your gas gauge 
is approaching empty and you got by the last gas station okay 
doesn©t mean it©s smart to drive past the next one.   

The truth is that a major portion of our economy now 
depends upon you being in debt as much as possible for as 
long as possible.  Borrow against your house or your 401(k)?  
No problem!  Need credit?  Take a look at our great 0% 
balance transfer offer!!  Need a little extra cash for a 

vacation?  Just borrow against the equity in your home!!  But 
what happens when the well runs dry? 

�  There have been more than 1 million bankruptcies 
in each of the past 8 years, and the number of 
filings has doubled in the last 10 years. 

�  One out of every 73 households enters bankruptcy. 

�  The fastest growing group of bankruptcy filers is 
people over age 55, which also happens to be the 
fastest growing segment of our population.  The 
biggest culprit?  Medical bills. 

And there©s more.  Credit card interest rates are starting to 
move up.  Home foreclosures are setting new records, 
increasingly due to defaults on home equity loans.  Be late on 

your phone bill and the interest rate on 
your VISA could increase.  And the 
beat goes on… 

Okay…I©m convinced.  But what 
can I do other than be 
depressed?  I certainly can©t 
change the country©s credit 
habits! 

No, but there are two ways you can 
protect yourself from some of the worst 
that could happen: 

�  First, start working your way 
out of debt.  Credit cards first, then car loans and 
finally even your mortgage. And when you get 
there, stay there!   

�  Second, start a savings plan and stick with it. 

Look at it this way.  If you have no debt and some money in 
the bank, you©ll be in the best possible shape to weather 
whatever comes along.  And if nothing bad happens?  Just 
think how cool that would be – no debt and money in the 
bank! 

Want some help getting out of debt or starting a savings 
plan?  Try one of these: 
·  Crown Financial Ministries small study group classes 

(Margaret Fetty, 288-9034) 
·  Finding Financial Peace  (Sundays at 9:45am in the 

church library) 
·  Personal budget counseling (free and confidential; 

Allen Gunter, 292-4035 or BudgetGuy@SHPC.org) 

 

The borrower is servant to the 
lender. --Proverbs 22:7 
 

You were bought at a price; do 
not become slaves of men. 

--1 Corinthians 7:23 
 

Let no debt remain outstanding, 
except the continuing debt to love 
one another, for he who loves his 
fellow man has fulfilled the law. 

 --Romans 13:8 
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Submitted by Allen Gunter, 
Endowment Committee 

 
Caring Forever 2005 is now officially under way.  
Nominations have been submitted for this year©s 
$1,000 award, and the task force appointed by the 
Session is carefully considering each one.  The 
recipient will be announced on Mother©s Day, May 
8th.  

The growth in the award to $1,000 this year is due to 
your support of the Caring Forever 
Endowment Fund, and we are very 
grateful for it.  Please continue that 
support by contributing to Caring 
Forever 2005.  On Mother©s Day, 
there will be a special Caring Forever 
2005 envelope in the bulletin for any contribution 
you are able to make.  And if you want to make your 
contribution in honor of your mother, or any other 
person, just complete the form below and we will 
send a special note to the appropriate person to let 
them know of your thoughtfulness and love. 

Don©t forget how the Endowment Fund works.  
Contributions are invested, and only the earnings are 
spent.  So your contributions stay in the Fund 
forever, generating other dollars that are spent…to 
expand and enrich the mission and ministry of our 
church.  Think of the power of that!  A contribution 
you make today will still be helping others 25, 50, 

even 100 years or more from now!!  

Of course, you don’ t have to wait 
until May 8th to contribute.  You can 
put a contribution in the offering any 
Sunday – just be sure your check 
includes the note “Endowment Fund” .  

(If you’d like a contribution envelope, there are 
some in the wall rack in the narthex.) 

Have questions?  Just ask an Endowment Committee 
member (Sue Frye, Allen Gunter or Junie 
Ledbetter).  Help us perpetuate the legacy God has 
given us through his Son, Jesus Christ.

 

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 	 � � � � � � � � � � � 
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(Please Print) 

 

This contribution is in     �  honor     �  memory     of:  

Name  _______________________________________          (This     �  is     �  is not     my mother) 

Address (if living)  ___________________________________________________________________________ 

If not living, send acknowledgment of this contribution (without the amount) to: 

Name  _____________________________________________ 

Address  ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
This contribution is being made by:  ______________________________________________________________ 

 

A generous man will prosper; 
he who refreshes others will 

himself be refreshed. 
 --Proverbs 11:25 
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25th Anniversary Scrub-a-Dub!  
a.k.a the SHPC Annual Spring Work Day, Saturday April 2nd 

No rubber duckies, please!  The Annual Spring Work Day, Saturday, April 
2nd, will be operated like last year with leads for different projects.  While 
Laren Schiller was hoping it would be April Fools’  Day, you can talk to him 
about being foolish on the job anyway.  He will coordinate the work day as 
last year. We©ll be doing everything from dusting and carpet cleaning to 
pruning and planting.and we would like as many as possible to attend.  
Special attention will be paid to repairs on the playground area.�

 
 
 
 

Joys – Matt Judd is home safe from Iraq — Israel Garza is home safe from Iraq   
Sorrows – Kathleen Low, mother of Dennis Low, passed away March 5th — Gordon Johnson, 
father of Sherry Todd, passed away February 25th  

Please pray for – Peter  Sherman, family of Dale Eason, stroke following heart surgery —Will Petty, 
carpal tunnel release surgery — Tom O’Br ien, friend of Hester  Louw, recovering from heart attack — Colleen Abdullah, 
friend of the Gilchr ists©, breast cancer and chemotherapy — I rene Cunningham, family of Carol Cunningham, breast biopsy 
— Debra Williams, sister of Carol Cunningham, a difficult decision —Boyd Billingsley, friend of the Brocks, recovering 
from spinal surgery — Alice Plegg, friend of Rita Paschak, colon cancer — Bobby Layne, friend of the Brocks, recovering 
from cancer surgery — Virginia Gordy, aunt of Janette, Patr ick and Emily Jordan, undergoing treatment for lung cancer — 
Martha Hur tado and her  family, friends of Leticia Frausto, as they travel —Grady Morr is, recovering from shoulder 
surgery — Margaret Nakamura, recovering from ear surgery  

Please pray for Members of the Armed Forces and all world leaders involved in war zone crises 
including:��Ron Fore, nephew of Joy and Esso Essary … Jonathan Zysk, son of Caren Zysk … Frank Por tz, friend of 
Billy &  Cindy Baschnagel … Clay Stowe, husband of Farrah and son-in-law of Rebecca Rober tson … Michael Williams, 
nephew of Mar ty Starkjohann … Paul Floyd, brother of Beaman Floyd…John Sanchez, son of Birdie L indsey…David 
Jacobus and Er ic Jacobus, grandsons of Clem Hoffman…Jason Addison, son of Al and Jai Leigh Addison…Clay Narey, 
cousin of Aimee K illeen…Alan Robinson, former student of Carol Ideker…Chase Breed, son of Rollin and Debbie 
Breed…Sgt. M ichael A. Knapp, friend of the Slade and Conner  families…2nd L t. David B. Craig, son of L inda 
K immons…Kenneth McKinney, friend of Car len Floyd… Daniel Dance, brother of Gwen and Gary Stroud… 
Chr istopher  Brown, friend of Chr isty Slade…Jason Crow, friend of Sam, L inda, Brent and Vickie Jones…Jason M ills, 
son-in-law of Gaston and Junie Broyles…John Paul Hipolito, son of neighbor of Bill Stokes…Capt Frank Lewis, friend of 
Sher ine Thomas and Tom Nuckols… Ryan Keeney…Col. Er ic Wesley, friend of the Gilchr ists 
 

� � �� � � � �� � � � 	 �
�
�
��

Dave and Jane Brock 
5202 Maulding Pass 
Austin TX  78749 

Ruth Olson would like to thank everyone 
who prayed for her during her recent 
angioplasty experience.   She had been told 
that open heart surgery may be needed.  As 
it turned out, a very experienced doctor 
stepped in and was able to implant a stent in 
the problem area.   Ruth is very grateful for 
the prayers. 

############ ������������ ������������ 











 ������������������������ ������������ ������������!!!!!!!!!!!! ������������ ������������ ������������ ************ ������������ ������������
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4/1 Judy & Yogi Behr 
4/3 Jim & Virginia McNutt 

 Mickey and Tamara Landry 
Bell 

4/5 Bob & Raynell Barry 
 Charles & Jane Staton 
4/7 Jim & Shelley Garrett 
4/8 Julie & Richard Bonnin  
 Gaston Broyles & Junie 

Ledbetter 
4/10 Glenda & Ron Detling 
 Martin & Ashley Coven  
4/11 Kris & Jennifer Thielemans 
4/12 Glenn & Jerry Ouzts 
4/14 Doug & Debbie Budd 

 Jeff and Jennifer Benner  
4/16 Fred & Sharon Rothert 
 Susan & Joe Manzello 
4/17 Ryan and Julie Teague 
4/27 Dennis & Pat Low 
 Wade & Paula Pellerin 
4/29 Steve & Sue Cozart 
 Angela and Jeff Peterson 
 
 

 
 
 

 

4/1 Stella Warner 
 Jody Barrett 
 Angela Peterson 
 Jessica Landry 
 Bryce Perkins-Jechow 
 Whitney Worthington 
4/2 Pat Haag 
 Lynn Scoggins 
 Jennifer Bullock 
 Mark Greathouse 
 Danielle Spink 
 Ashley DeSantis 
 Riley Ruiz 
 Cassandra Segura 
4/3 Dave Dickinson 
 Jamie Pearce 
4/4 Mike Klotz 
 Jennifer DeSantis 
4/5 Laura Kromann 
 Logan Saari 
 Payton Lord 
4/6 Melvin Deutsch 
 Kim Cline 
 Mitchell Scoggins 
4/7 Elza Crump 
 Will Bonnin 
 Greyson Bourgeois 
 Isabelle Hanna 
4/8 Virginia McNutt 
 Kathy Proctor 
 Donny Peltier 
 Elyse Manzello 
4/9 James Petty 
 Marian Brock 
4/10 Ann McDaniel 
 Steve Beard 
 Julie Teague 
 Tiffany Cunningham 
 Andrew Cole 
4/11 Ruth Cutler 

 Steven Pearson 
 Taiz Green 
4/12 Herk Johnson 
 Sandra Mann 
 Joyce McLaughlin 
 Andrew Loewe 
 Leah Humpert 
4/13 Chris Aardema 
 James Cognetti 
 Aaron Dawson 
 Michaela Teague 
 Allison Wade 
4/14 Rollin Breed 
 Skylar Worthington 
 Jack Gillis 
4/15 Rebecca Robertson 
 Margaret Danz 
 Kris Thielemans 
 Michael Breed 
 Cade McCrary 
 William Lovelace 
4/16 Jason Smith 
 Laurel Boatright 
 Liz Valvano 
4/17 Heidi Pugh 
 Katy Bourgeois 
 Steve Wade 
 Adrian Immitt 
4/18 Larance Coleman 
 Brad Gabbart 
 Scott Windham 
4/19 Kathy Coolman 
 David Paniagua 
 Andrea Gerlach 
 Blair Streit 
4/20 Gayle Grance 

 Sam Brinks 
 Beth Andrade 
 Carmen Johnson 
 Madison Hanks 
4/21 Steve Calhoun 
 Emmie Knox 
 David Lovelace 
 Max Loos 
 Michael Bender 
4/22 Kori Eskelin 
 Todd Wingler 
4/23 Paula Kemp 
 Mitzi Bogan 
 Andy Rooke 
 Michelle Craft 
 Dan Valvano 
 Mack Ashbaugh 
4/24 Nathan Ward 
 Wes Collins 
 Marianna Floto 
 Analise Fields 
4/25 Verna Hudson 
 Katie Dickinson 
4/26 Ana Rooke 
 Michael Killeen 
 Susan Sprouse 
 Kristen Faurie 
4/27 Andrew Franco 
 Bob Beardslee 
 Bruce Warren 
 Elizabeth Buffler 
 Erika Bockelman 
 Candice Valdes 
 Matthew Wheeler 
4/29 Andrea Powers 
4/30 Carolyn Beardslee 
 Jim Tyree 
 Pete Seiferth 
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Feel free to tear off and save this page to help you keep on top of everything that’s happening at Shepherd of the Hills! 
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