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'T was the night after Christmas, and all through the
house;

Not a creature was stirring, not even a mouse.
Except for me; I've slept nary a wink.

All I can do is lay here and think.

I lie in my bed, thinking back on the day,
And find myself wondering, "What would God say?"

What would He say about the money we spent,
On toys and baubles, some of which are now bent.

About the time we spent finding just the right present,
Fearful that otherwise things wouldn't be pleasant.

About this year, which has been quite rough;
I've kept it from my family; they don't know how tough.

I let them go on like nothing was wrong,
Even though much of our savings was gone.
We ended up taking on a bunch of new debt;
Just saying "Charge it!" was not our best bet!

Why must it be that we spend and we spend?
Does Jesus require that gifts we send?

Does God look down on us from above,
And ask for anything more than our love?

And yet here I am, with more bills to pay,
Not really knowing how I'll find the way.

My credit card company's just sent me a letter,
My interest rate's up; how is that better?

I wish I was back at the beginning of December;
I'd know what I'd do, I'm sure I'd remember.
I'd start with a prayer to my Lord up above,
Thanking Him for His most wondrous love.

I'd ask Him for guidance and help carrying the load;
And to give me the courage to head down the road.

To share with my family chapter and verse,
So we'd all pull together instead of making things

worse.

We'd not let our spending go all out of reason,
During this, a most wonderful season.

We'd check our wallets, purses and pay,
And stick to our budget, come what may.

We'd make sure there was some extra for our credit
card debt,

And something extra for God; then we'd be set.
To really celebrate the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ,

Whose gift to us was the ultimate price.

And then when the night after Christmas came round,
I could sleep like a baby, not making a sound.

Because I would know that we'd done our very best;
And with God's help and care, I could finally rest.

Want a little help with some aspect of your financial life?
Call the Budget Guy, Allen Gunter, at 301-1246 or send
an email to BudgetGuy@SHPC.org.  I will help you in any

way I can, and it's free and completely confidential.

For a wonderful look at what the Bible says about
money, check out the Crown Financial Ministries Small

Study Groups. Contact Chris Gordon (484-1905;
cgordon1@austin.rr.com) or Roger Wade (301-4921;

rcwactuary@austin.rr.com) for more information.
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‘Twas the Night After Christmas

Contributions for the year 2008 must be given to the church by December 31, 2008 or
mailed in an envelope postmarked December 31, 2008. Monies received

after the start of 2009 cannot be attributed to the 2008 year.  This includes
any contributions for 2009 that you want to appear on your 2008 giving statement.

Holly Spink, SHPC Accountant


